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More Lambs to Count

This month has seen the arrival of
the first juvenile impala, blesbok
and black wildebeest of the season.
The first juveniles of all three
species were spotted on the same
day by Hlosi Lodge’s Harley,
HillsNek's Andy and the ACC,
coincidence? Maybe not, rain the
week before had promoted much
greener vegetation, providing a

more favorable environment for the
youngsters and initiated the births.
These new babies also mean that
the weekly Lambing Counts are
ever more important to keep a track
on the birth and mortality rate.

Disturbance in the
Ranks

Two of the male White Rhino have
had a multiple fights, competing for
the dominance. It seems that the
dominant male, Nkosi may have to
step down and give the title to one
of the other males, Chippy.

Dominant male rhino have a
territory which they will defend

against other males, while allowing
subordinate males to stay in that
territory as long as they behave
submissively and keep away from
females. It is only the dominate
male that scent marks his territory
by dragging his feet, spray-

urinating, creating visible dung

middens (where the dung is broken
up by scattering it with the hind

feet). The subordinate male,
Chippy, has been scent marking and

has been seen frequently with the

conservvation centre

females indicating that he may have
taken over the role of the dominant
male, although the Nkosi is not
giving up without a fight!

Deaths on the Reserve

Two losses have occurred this
month, the first being the national
bird, the Blue Crane. It was found
dead next to an electric pylon by
Woodbury’s Silvio. Further

inspection revealed that it had a
broken neck, possibly from flying
into the electric cables above. We
have frozen the carcass with the hope
that it can be stuffed and put on
display in the conservation centre.

The second fatality was a female
Serval found by Leeuwenbocsh’s
Jandré at the entrance of the
Northern Territory. After examining

the carcass, we came to the
conclusion that she possibly past
away from malnutrition as she was
very thin. Shame, as Serval sightings
are rare on the reserve!

Don't get yourself in a
Flap

This month saw the launch of the
Birds In Reserves Project (BIRP), the
launch was on Wednesday "2
November. The first organised
survey was cancelled unfortunately
due to the rain and had to be
postponed until the following week.
The aim of the project is produce a
list of all the birds present on the
reserve and their breeding status, this
data is then sent to BIRP. They use
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this data to help in compiling a
map of the species range across
South Africa. During the allocated
week during each month we will
organise a drive specific to bird
finding that will cover the different
habitats on Amakhala. If anybody
wants to continue their own list
during that particular birding week
they are more than welcome. The
ACC will compile a full list from
all completed forms and send it in
to BIRP. If you require any further
information about this project then
please contact the ACC.

Sad farewell

The 33" was an emotional close to
November with the departure of
the Lion cubs. The three female
cubs, now 22 months needed to
spread their wings and it was time
for them to leave. The cubs were

darted and two of them had
transmitters inserted. They were
then ready to be loaded into

carrying crates ready for a 6 hour
journey to Gondwana Game
Reserve near Mossel Bay. The
operation conducted by resident
vet Dr Willam Fowlds ran

smoothly with the help from many
members of the reserve.

Did You Know?

A Rhino dung pile can be up to 3 feet high! Tlisad ot of manure!
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Holiday at the ACC

During the second week of

December ten children ranging from
the ages 4 to 16 from the Isipho
HIV/AIDS Orphanage spent 6 days
at the ACC participating in various

activities. The children enjoyed

painting, game drives, a sports day
and a trip to Kenton-on-Sea. This
was a great hit with them playing

soccer and in the sea. They also
made decorations to decorate the
Christmas tree in the Conservation
Centre.

This holiday week also provided a
well deserved break for the staff at
the orphanage. We would like to
thank everyone for the help that we
received during this week, Justine
Weeks at Safari Lodge for an
afternoon of art, Lion Roars and
Woodbury for the Game Drives and
help at the beach along with
students from Ulovane, David and
the Hands on Students and Wesley|
Gush for help running the sports
day and Dr William Fowlds for the

boat trip and the loan of his data
projector. Thanks especially to
Bex, the newest ACC volunteer,
who planned and co-ordinated the
whole programme for the children.
Hopefully the children enjoyed their
time here and will return for a

similar week next year.

Rhino Update

Following on from the November

fighting, the two white rhino bulls

involved have not resolved the
dominance title. With continued

fighting, the old dominant bull,

Nkosi, has been injured. The
wounds began to get infected and it
was decided to dart him to
investigate further. With the help of
a helicopter to find and dart the
rhino, we were then able to look
closely at his wound. Dr William

Fowlds headed the operation and
has given him the all clear, just
extra monitoring to keep an eye on
the wound. It took a lot of

manpower to move the rhino from
his side to his front when he was
being woken; it brought home the
immense size and the power of
these strong giants.

Oscar? Who?

Oscar is the dominant male Cheetah
on the reserve and is rarely seen,
possibly due to seeing his playmate
Thomas darted and not returning
that has made him very elusive. We
are very keen to track him using the
telemetry system to analysis his
where abouts and his diet. However
this will require darting him and
inserting the transmitter, an
operation that takes around one and
half hours. The transmitter is ready
and waiting and Dr William Fowlds
is eager with the dart, the only
element missing is the actual
Cheetah! Sightings of him have
become more frequent recently,
although briefl These sightings are
essential to locate and track.
Hopefully he will by located soon.
Anybody with a sighting of Oscar
should inform immediately Dr
William Fowlds, Steve Maartens or

the ACC.

Destructive Elephants

A dead upturned tree was recently
found near Vredlands. Now what
could have done this? Humans? No!
It was most probably the elephants
with their strength and nature, with
the likely culprit being one of the

elephant bulls, as they have a
tendency to cause destruction.

Party Time

On the 18 December the annual

Children’s Christmas party was

held at the ACC. The Children

were those of the AGR Staff and the
social development team lead by
Justine Weeks organised the event.
Father Christmas arrived with gifts,

the children licked ice creams on a
very hot summers day and great fun
was had by all especially with the

bouncy castle.

Lightfoot Back On Top
Form

Lightfoot is finally back to his usual
self and is proud to show us his
refound killing ability.  During
November he has made frequent
kills, including two large female
Bushbuck and Impala close the
ACC fence line. Probably just
proving to us how well he is doing!

On behalf of the ACC we
hope you all had a very
Merry  Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Did You Know?

Despite Elephants having large ears, there hearing is poor. The ears are gently waved to cool down the
blood in them; this then circulates the body keeping the elephant cool in hot weather!




