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Water Day 
March 5th was the ACC’s annual 
Water Day. Four local schools came 
together on a beautifully hot 
morning for some wet fun, with the 
aim of teaching them how important 
water is to the planet.   

The morning started off with a water 
cycle relay race around the ACC, 
and then each school took it in turns 
to move around four stations 
learning about different aspects of 
water. 

Kids and helpers after the final game 

The day was organised by the 
Sindisa volunteers and aided by 
helpers who eagerly came from all 
corners of the reserve.  A group 
photo and a rather tame water fight 
was but another unforgettable 
moment for the volunteers in what 
had been on the whole a truly 
unforgettable experience for them.   

 

Changes in the Buffalo 
Herd 
During March and April many of the 
Lion Roars animals were the target 
of Dr William Fowlds and Steve 
Maartens (manager of Lion Roars).  
The first were the buffalos. The aim 
is to remove five bulls as the herd 
has a high male to female ratio.  
This removal will allow another bull 
to become dominant and bring new 
genes into the herd. 

It took three mornings of a lot of 
man power to dart and load the 
buffalos into the animal trailer 
where they were transported to 
bomas at Kraaibos.   

They have to remain in bomas for 
tests to confirm that they are still  

disease free before, they are 
removed from the reserve. 

Many hands needed to load the bulls 

 

Kapela is fitted with a 
new transmitter 
An early start to find Kapela, one of 
AGR’s black rhino, was made easy 
by his fresh tracks in a sandy road.  
He was darted from a helicopter by 
Dr William Fowlds and he went 
down smoothly in the open area, a 
great position for the operation.   

Once all the checks were made and 
measurements taken, Kapela was 
rolled on his side where drilling of 
his horn could begin. The 
transmitter is inserted into a hole in 
the horn and set in place.  This was 
more difficult than first thought. 
Two drills and drill bits were used 
but it was still difficult to get the 
hole deep enough to fit the 
transmitter.  Eventually, help in the 
form of a handy man who stopped 
on the Karel Landman road was 
found. He kindly lent William his 
power drill to finish off the job. 

Once the transmitter was inserted 
and set in place, the anaesthetic was 
reversed and Kapela was left to be 
on his way.  A job well done! 

The Lion Roars team with Kapela 

 

A scare for Lightfoot 
After a smooth operation on Kapela 
in the morning, it was Lightfoot’s 
(AGR’s dominant male cheetah) 
turn to have his transmitter changed 
as the batteries had died.   

Once it was cooler in the afternoon, 
the team gathered with Dr Peter 
Brothers taking charge (an external 
vet who partners Dr William Fowlds 
on the “Vets Go Wild!” 
programme).   

Unfortunately, the operation didn’t 
run as expected and Lightfoot was 
left fighting for his life.  Once he 
had been darted, the team found that 
his respiratory rate was very low and 
he was unable to breathe on his own.  
The decision to abandon the 
operation was taken and the 
anaesthetic was reversed. A very 
nervous time for all the on lookers 
and for the vets involved in 
resuscitating him.   

Peter & William resuscitating Lightfoot 

It took a while but eventually 
Lightfoot came round and he was 
monitored closely through the night. 
Fortunately Lightfoot has recovered 
well. He was seen a week later on a 
kill and has made more kills since. 

 

ACC the venue for 120 
kids 
Over two days at the beginning of 
April, the ACC was over run with 
120 children visiting from the UK 
and PE.  Sixty of the children were 
from cities in South Yorkshire, UK, 
and were paired with a child from 
Emafini Primary, a local school in 



PE.  As there were so many of them, 
they came in two groups over two 
days.   

During the day the children had fun 
learning about Amakhala (how it 
started), its animals, how small 
game reserves are managed and 
about the Conservation Centre.  
They also had a game drive to 
witness what they had learnt. 

Thank you to everybody who helped 
out in providing vehicles and 
rangers and giving these children a 
wonderful and unforgettable time on 
the reserve. 

 

Earth Hour  

As you will remember from last 
months’ newsletter, 28th March was 
Earth Hour where we hoped you 
joined us in switching off lights for 
an hour from 8:30pm.  The whole 
world was united in this 
demonstration, almost 4000 cities in 
88 countries participated in turning 
out the lights, including the Eiffel 
Tower and the Empire State 
Building. 

On AGR the Conservation Centre 
was joined by Woodbury Lodge, 
Leeuwenbosch and Reed Valley in 
switching off their lights with guests 
enjoying dinner by candle light. 

 

Damara’s New Family  

During March, Damara, our female 
cheetah, had been hanging around 
the same area, only coming out at 
dusk to hunt.  This had led us to 
believe that she was pregnant and 
had possibly given birth.  This was 
confirmed when there was a sighting 
of at least two small cubs.   

Clever Damara has chosen a great 
spot for her den, up on a slope well 
out of the way from game viewers, 
hidden from the elements and where 
she has a great view of the plains 
close-by for hunting.   

From the sightings at the end of 
April, we can confirm that there are 
two cubs as they have begun 
venturing out of the den but only 
under the watchful eye of Damara.   

One of the new cubs viewed from a 
distance at approx. 4 weeks old 

 

Isipho HIV/Aids program 
Beaded Bracelet Project  

The Isipho HIV/Aids Program cares 
for Aids orphans & vulnerable 
children in our local town, Paterson.  
Young ladies of Isipho get together 
every Thursday afternoon for a craft 
workshop. These are facilitated by 
AGR’s Social Development 
Committee and Helen van Pletzen, a 
trustee of the Isipho Charity Trust.  
 

 
Weekly meet of the young ladies 
 
At the moment they are making 
beaded memory wire bracelets and 
embroidered items. The income 
generated helps to alleviate the 
poverty in their lives. Many of their 
homes rely solely on breadline 
government grants. 
 
The bracelets are sold in the curio 
shops at the Amakhala lodges and 
50% of the profit is donated to a 
newly established bursary fund 
which is aiming to provide tertiary 
education for these girls.  
 

Cebisa Ndima 
Cebisa is the Massage Therapist at 
The Safari Lodge, and she is an 
exceptional young woman. She and 
her little brother were raised in 
Paterson by their grandmother after 
her mother abandoned them when 
Cebisa was 6. In her final year at 
school her mother returned home to 

die, she had Aids. She brought with 
her another child. Cebisa’s mother 
died while Cebisa was writing her 
final Grade 12 exams. Despite this 
enormous emotional challenge, 
Cebisa passed her school leaver 
exams and was 1 of only 7 learners 
of a class of 42 that passed. She 
achieved this despite having poor 
eyesight.  
 
The Isipho HIV/Aids programme 
recognised Cebisa’s potential and a 
bursary was set up. Cebisa was 
enrolled at Total Concept Beauty 
Academy in Port Elizabeth, which 
offers internationally recognised 
certification in a range of beauty and 
massage therapies.  
 

 
Cebisa in her uniform 
 
Last year she successfully 
completed the Swedish Body 
massage, Shiatsu, Indian Head 
massage and a theory module. This 
year she is studying Aroma Therapy.  
 
Cebisa’s household now has her as a 
breadwinner and this along with 
Grannie’s pension they raise her two 
younger brothers, a responsibility 
she takes very seriously. She was 
also instrumental in organising the 
craft workshops offered to a group 
of girls from Paterson. She is also 
very forthright with her opinion on 
HIV/Aids and isn’t afraid to talk 
about her experiences as an Aids 
orphan. This is to be acknowledged 
in a community where HIV and 
Aids are still stigmatised. 


