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Sandy Spring Has
Sprung

In July, the Amakhala

Conservation Centre continued to
host the winter schools

programme. The Sandy Spring
school from the USA camped out
in tents at the ACC between "30

June and B July.

The school party received talks
on the aspects of managing a
small game reserve and cheetah
monitoring. They conducted a

three hour hike, giving them the

opportunity to identify and learn

about some indigenous plant
species of the Eastern Cape.

They helped with the reserve’s
ongoing removal of invasive
plants by pulling up some Blue
Bush. This is an encroaching
plant that prevents other plant
species from growing and
significantly impacts on the
grazing value of an area.

One of the highlights of the trip
for the students was a day of
organised activities for the Isipho
AIDS orphans. The orphans

helped with river water sampling
and were treated to canoeing and
a variety of crafts and games.

A medical doctor, from the Sandy
Spring group, also kindly gave
each child living at Isipho AIDS

Haven a medical check-up. Apart
from the wusual winter time

snuffles, they were found to be
generally healthy!

Ready 4 Life

At the end of July, the ACC was
also pleased to help the Ready 4
Life Trust provide the

conservvation centre

opportunity for Port Elizabeth
school children to enjoy a rare
outing in the bush. Ready 4 Life
helps disadvantaged children in
two deprived areas in Port
Elizabeth and is supported by
international  volunteers  who
work with the teachers and pupils
in a creative and interactive way
to beautify their classrooms.

48 grade seven pupils, teachers
and volunteers enjoyed a game
drive, a lesson on food chains and
a visit to the Harold Trollope
Museum.

Cheetah Is Spotted

The last official sighting of
Amakhala’s dominant male
cheetah was in March so it was
great news to hear Oscar was
spotted twice in July! Without
Oscar having a radio transmitter,
the ACC’s monitoring of this
particular cheetah has always
proved difficult, as he tends to
shy away from vehicles. It is
thanks to all the rangers out on
the reserve who help us spot these
animals so that we can check they
are doing well.

Lightfoot
The other male cheetah,
Lightfoot, continues to spend

most of his time pacing the
fenceline of the reserve and
checking out the dairy cows on
the other side of the fence!
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Damara’s two cubs, Nkosana
(little  prince’) and llhala
(‘charcoal’ - due to her very black
nose when she was younger) are
now nearly a year old. They are
often sighted looking well fed
and relaxed. While they remain
close to their mother they will be
learning hunting skills but they
have yet to be seen making their
own successful kills. We expect
them to start  becoming
independent from Damara in the
next six months (Smithers’

Mammals of Southern Africa, 2000)

Damara, Nkosana and llahla

Night Count

A night count was conducted on
239 July to determine the
numbers of nocturnal species on
the reserve. Over 80 common
duikers and nearly 30 bushbuck
were counted. It was also
fantastic to see some of the more
rare species such as aardwolf (4),
porcupine (4), large and small-
spotted genet (3), and a brown
hyena. Although not officially
recorded, all teams participating
in the count reported a large
number of springhares. Thanks
again go to those who helped on
the night count.

‘Ardwork’ For Aardvark

Another rare nocturnal species,
the aardvark, has rather excitingly
become a more regular sighting
on the reserve. Generally
regarded as a shy creature,
aardvarks have been seen
foraging during daylight hours

around the Plaat, Ndlovu Pan and
Riverside, busily harvesting

termites and ants. Check out our
Aardvark facts below!



Pick n Pay n Recycle

The ACC is pleased to announce
that Pick n Pay in Grahamstown
is accepting used lightbulbs (both
traditional and energy saving) and
old batteries for recycling so
please don't throw them away.
Drop them off at your nearest
supermarket when you next go
shopping.

The ACC encourages everyone to
make use of their local recycling
facilities and help save resources.
In Grahamstown, you can take
ALL PLASTIC waste toMakana
Glass & Bottle Recyclers 4
Samson Street (opposite Metro
Cash & Carry) Tel: 046-
6361440). They pass it on to
Integrated Waste and Recycling
Servicein Bathurst, who use it to
make a durable building material
called polytimber - used to make
many useful items, such as the
boardwalk beside Rotary's Peace
Pool in the Botanical Gardens.
Makana Glass & Bottle Recyclers
also takes all kinds of GLASS
(except smashed windscreens)
and TINS.

If lodges can't make the trip to
Grahamstown, the ACC is happy
to transport your recyclables on
your behalf. Next time you are
passing through the ACC, don't
hesitate to drop off your

aluminium items (tins, cans and
foil), glass containers (beer
bottles, jars etc), any plastic
(including margarine tubs, bread
bags and packaging) and paper.

Wildlife Colloquium

The 29 Eastern Cape Wildlife
Colloquium was held at Rhodes
University on 18 July. Kindly
sponsored by the Association of
Eastern Cape Private Nature

Reserves (Indalo) and the
Wildlife and Reserve
Management Research Group

(WRMRG) of Rhodes University,
the event was attended by the
ACC, wildlife managers,
scientists, farmers and decision

makers in the field of wildlife
management and natural resource
conservation. Guest speakers
included: The socio-economic
significance of ecotourism-based
private game reserves in the
Eastern CapdgJennifer Snowball

& Geoff Antrobus), Cheetah

conservation in South Africa
(Deon Cilliers), Anti-poaching

strategies in the wildlife industry
(Ken Maggs) Corridor disease

(Anne-Marié  Pretorius), The

ecology and management of
hippos (Ricky Taylor), and

Contraception of high profile

wildlife species (Douw

Grobbelaar).

Elephant and Aloe ferox

Aloe Aloe...is that fresh
dung | spy?

Over the past year, the ACC
welcomed students from the
Botany and Zoology departments
at Rhodes University in
Grahamstown who have carried
out various research projects on
Amakhala. Joclyn Fearon has
been looking at the impact of the
elephants on the growth &loe
ferox in 26 study sites on the
reserve. Amanda Gosling has
been collecting fresh dung
samples from nine different
ungulate species to investigate
how the animals act as means of
seed dispersal for various plants.
Samantha Bodill and Armand
have been looking giraffe feeding
behaviour. The students are in the
process of writing their reports.
We look forward to hearing the
results in the near future.

Ali G In Da House

The ACC would like to welcome
Ali Geldart as a volunteer for the
next several months. She passed
her FGASA Level 1 in 2006 and
spent much of last year with a
meerkat  behaviour research
project in the Northern Cape.

With a keen interest in wildlife
conservation, Ali will be helping
out wherever she’s needed!

Coming up!
Inter-lodge Sports Day

Soccer and Netball

Date
Sunday 31
August 2008

Venue
Beaconhill fields.

Time: 9am.

Snacks and drinks on sale!

Amakhala’s Got Talent!

Can you sing?

% % Can you dance?
. M
;? Can you model?

Prizes To Be Won!

Date: Sunday 31 August 2008
Venue: Amakhala Conservation
Centre

Time: 6pm

Entrance fee including a meal
R10 adults. R5 children.

~ Arbor Week: 1-7 ™ September

To increase public awareness of
just a few of the 2,000 indigenous
tree species in South Africa, trees
of the year 2008 are the Wild
plum Harpephyllum caffrum
and the Bladder-nu{Diospyros
whyteana.

Arbor day will be celebrated with
local schools at the ACC on
Tuesday 29 September. More
details to follow.

Interestmg Facts About Aardvarks
The Aardvark is the only surviving representative of the Order Tubulidentata. The name refers to shape of teeth which
has no root or enamel, but a fine tube that runs through it. Its 20 teeth never stop growing.

- They feed on formicid ants (mainly) and termites and will move up to 8 km during one night's foraging.

- An Aardvark’s nose contains more bones and scent receptors than that of any other mammal. Its ears can pick up the
tiniest of underground movements and powerful claws tear open termite mounds hard enough to blunt a pick axe.
They can close their nostrils to prevent termites from running up inside. Once they've opened up a termite mound,
they will eat up to 500,000 termites in one sitting using their 30cm long, ribbon-like tongue.




