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The Road Ahead

This year is looking to be an
exciting one for the ACC after
we had a day long planning
meeting at Woodbury Lodge.
Projects old and new, important
dates and the overall
performance were discussed.

It was decided that more focus
will go into the educational side
of conservation with the addition
of an education officer who will
plan and oversee new projects,
such as a recycling programme
at the school in Paterson.

The current projects, cheetah
monitoring, game counts and
birds in reserve project will
continue throughout 2009.

There was also a focus on how
we want to see the ACC in the
next five years, such as the ACC
“Going Green” including solar
panels, wind turbines for
electricity and growing our own
food and making compost. We
are heading on the right tracks
with our own vegetable garden,
biofuel and recycling, the other
ideas will have to wait for fund
raising and donations.
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Damara Leaves Her

Cubs
It seems that Damara, the female]

cheetah, has separated from hef

cubs, llahla and Nkosana.
During the monitoring week
earlier this month Damara was
found wondering around on her
own without her cubs. A day
later the cubs were spotted close
to where all three had been
previously and luckily did not
venture far so they were easy to
keep an eye on. They were seer
hunting unsuccessfully but did
eventually manage to make a
juvenile  impala kil by
themselves, not without injuries.
Damara was seen with the cubs
once more checking up on them,
but the next day she was on the
other side of the reserve,
indicating that she has left them.

We are not worried about the
cubs as they killed a young
zebra. In the past two years of

cheetah monitoring done by the
ACC, a predated zebra has nevel
been recorded before.
has taught them well!

Damara

It is assumed that Damara has
been on the look out for a male
as it is about the time for her to
mate again and this maybe the
reason she has left her cubs. She
was seen close by to Lightfoot
(one of AGR’s male cheetah)
but they were not actually seen
mating, so it's a waiting game at
the moment to see if there are
any baby cheetahs on the way!
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From Root to Tip

This month has been the launch
of the vegetation monitoring,

where the ACC and rangers have
identified and measured trees
and grasses. This monitoring
includes climbing up and

through trees and bushes leading
to many scratches from the
thorny species.

The aim of this vegetation

survey is to calculate the species
density and richness of AGR’s

palatable vegetation. This will

then be used to determine an
accurate carrying capacity of
grazing and browsing animals on
AGR. The grass survey will

also provide the amount of fuel

load for burning and will show

the areas that require burning.

This project will continue into

February and possibly March to
complete all the sites on the
reserve. The chosen sites will be
monitored regularly over the

years SO comparisons can be
made. This survey will lead to
other future possible projects
such as elephant vegetation
utilisation  and  favourable

grazing and browsing species. If
anybody is keen to help with the
plant surveys please contact the
ACC.



Thirsty Work

It was decided at the beginning
of the year that the bi-weekly
rangers meetings will be held
just once a month. This then
meant the rangers would have
some free time to help out with
the reserve’s maintenance and
projects.

The rangers activity day for
January was used to clear the
area around Liston’s crossing
and help the ACC with the
vegetation survey. The team
that headed down to the crossing
cleared the area of old fence
posts and wire and old farming
reservoirs and troughs. The
weather however was not on our
side for this hard work as it
turned out to be a hot one and
resulted in very thirsty workers.

The help with the vegetation
survey was super and meant that
two sites could be done at the
same time, speeding up the
process.

Thank you to everyone that
helped out it is sure to have
made a difference and we look
forward to the next activity day.
Special thanks go to Schalk for
rounding up the troops and
organising the day.

The River Dries Up

With the current drought
situation in the Eastern Cape we
find ourselves with a water
shortage on the reserve. The
water in the natural watering
holes has all evaporated, leaving
only the artificial pans and the
river as a source of water for the
animals. However, the river too

is diminishing in places, which

has lead to a number of fish
dying. This is due to a higher
concentration of nutrients and
less oxygen in the water. These
new conditions can not be
tolerated by all the species in the
river and we have recently seen
a number of dead fish around the
water’s edge.

The river boat jetty too has had
to be moved to the opposite side
of the river as the boat propeller
was getting caught in the reeds
as the water was too shallow for
it.

New additions for

February

During February we look
forward to welcoming three
British volunteers that have
come through the Sindisa
Foundation. They will be

staying with us for one month to
experience conservation in the
bush. This will be great help for
the vegetation surveys!

Christmas Time 2008

You've probably forgotten all
about Christmas now but we
could not resist adding this
photo from the children
Christmas party that was held at
the ACC in December. Lets

hope there is another next year
for the children. Thanks to
Justine Weeks for providing a
photo.

Dates to Remember for
2009

5" March — Water Day

22" April — Earth Day

5" June — World Environmental
Day

30" October — 1B Year
Anniversary of Amakhala Game
Reserve

15"  November - World

Recycling Day

1% December — World AIDS
Day

Did you know Cheetahs...

are the only big cat that can purr and they do not roar.

have a high mortality rate, as cubs can only follow the mother from 6 weeks leaving them vulnerable to

other large predators.

can reach speeds of 75km/h in 2 seconds, with the maximum speed recorded being 105km/h.
can only sustain these high speeds for a short distance and then have to rest.
have semi-retractable claws to maintain grip of the ground during high speed chases.




