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And then the Rain Came! 

After a lengthy spell of dry 
weather the long awaited rain 
eventually fell here on 
February 9th, the ACC 
recorded 13mm that morning, 
making the cheetah 
monitoring personnel very wet 
but spirits weren’t down as we 
all have been waiting for the 
rain.  The weekend of 13th -
15th February, ACC had just 
under 100mm, while other 
places on the reserve had well 
over 100mm.  This has added 
up to over half of the total 
amount of rain that fell last 
year.  

All this water has created a 
whole new look for the 
reserve, the pans are full, the 
river has filled up a bit and the 
grass is much greener, making 
the antelope take to the plains 
once more, a beautiful sight.  

The rains then brought out all 
the bugs, including flying ants 
and especially the tok tokkie 
beetles.  These were out 
enmasse tapping on the 
ground trying to find a mate.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving on the reserve was 
also made difficult not only 
because the roads were wet 
and slippery, but all the 
tortoises had come out and 
headed to the puddles in the 
roads for a drink. 

 

Vegetation Monitoring  

The vegetation survey has 
been in full swing this month.  
Before starting the surveys, 
we didn’t realise the amount 
of time it would take to 
complete one of the twenty 
nine sites, meaning we were 
behind schedule by the end of 
January.  However, this month 
we have received a lot of 
additional assistance from 
external and internal experts.   

Dr Wayne Vos, an expert in 
grasses, came out for a day 
with his students and helped 
with identifying and the 
monitoring of grasses and 
trees at one site.  He gave us 
lots of advice on how to 
identify the species that we 
are unfamiliar with.  On the 
way back to the ACC, we 
thanked them for their hard 
work by going past Lightfoot 
on an eland kill. 

Daphne Trollope, another 
expert in the vegetation field, 
came out and helped with the 
monitoring for 4 days, which 
was a great help and speeded 
up the identification of the 
tree species.   

Also there was a great deal of 
help from the reserve in 
setting up the sites.  This 
means that we can now crack  

 

on with the surveys.  Thank 
you to everybody that has 
helped us. 

 

Circle of Life 

On the 17th February a new 
baby male buffalo was born.  
Lucky guests from Bukela 
were able to witness this 
joyful moment. 

 
 

Return of the Dung 
Beetle 

During the past few weeks 
there has been an increase in 
the number of dung beetle 
sightings, including the Addo 
Flightless Dung Beetle.   

 
Photo by Pieter of Woodbury Lodge 

The Addo Flightless Dung 
Beetle (Circellium bacchus) 
was once widespread but is 
now localised in the Addo 



National Park and has been 
listed as endangered.  This 
specific dung beetle is 
endemic to the Eastern Cape 
from the Kaboega River on 
the eastern side of Kirkwood, 
all along the Zuurberg 
Mountains through the Addo 
Elephant National Park, up to 
the Sundays River mouth.  

We have been planning to 
start our own breeding 
programme here at the 
conservation centre and 
progressively release them 
onto the reserve.  
Unfortunately we have had 
problems locating breeding 
pairs to start off our 
programme. 

The populations of the Addo 
Flightless Dung Beetle are 
limited as they are restricted 
to specific isolated regions, 
have a short distribution due 
to them being flightless and 
have a low fecundity, only 
producing one off-spring per 
breeding cycle.  These recent 
sightings are a good indication 
that these special little critters 
maybe making their own way 
back to AGR. 

 

A Helping Hand…  

Along with the rain, February 
saw the arrival of three new 
English volunteers at ACC.  
Laura, Kathryn and Colette 
were keen to get stuck in to all 
aspects of the bush.   

They relished the opportunity 
to assist with the day to day 
activities of the centre, 
vegetation and cheetah 
monitoring as well as leaving  

their mark by renovating the 
education room.  And here is 
their story… 

 

 
Arriving at Amakhala we 
were immediately struck by 
the intense beauty of the bush.  
Before we had even pulled up 
to the conservation centre we 
had already witnessed the 
slow and steady amble of the 
elephant herd.   

We camped in tents in the 
heart of the bush, protected 
from the large animals by an 
electric fence, but the smaller 
creepy crawlies were free to 
wander around our home.  
Spotting a rain spider in the 
shower soon became the 
norm.  

Life was different to England.  
We rose at five with the sun in 
the hope of watching a 
cheetah make a kill.  At night 
the utter darkness transformed 
the reserve.  However falling 
asleep to the colourful sounds 
of all the animals enriched our 
understanding of our 
surroundings.     

Camping in the bush was not 
all plain sailing as illness 
struck.  However, happily not 
even a spider bite could 
dampen the adventure of 
living on a real life game 
reserve.   

Earth Hour 

On Saturday 28th March 2009 
at 8:30pm we are calling for 
your support to join us in 
switching off our lights for 
one hour.  This is all for Earth 
Hour, a campaign by WWF to 
make a stand against Climate 
Change.  The campaign hopes 
to reach over a billion people 
world wide to demonstrate 
solidarity and put pressure to 
world leaders to strike a new 
deal on climate change.  

In 2007 it saw 2 million 
people coming together and 
switching of their lights, so 
come on let’s see if we join in 
we can bring the total higher, 
it’s only for one hour after all.  
If you would like further 
information visit 
www.earthhour.org.za or 
contact the ACC. 

 

Did You  Kno w? 
 
Tortoises are able to drink by sucking up water through their nostrils. 


