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Ecology experts give 
AGR the thumbs up! 
Amakhala Game Reserve was 
pleased to host well-known and 
respected ecological experts 
between 18-20th August to help 
kick start a much needed and more 
structured habitat management plan 
for the reserve. Dr Winston 
Trollope (a leading expert in 
grasses and fire management), his 
wife Lynne Trollope, Dr Mike Peel 
(an ecologist with the Agricultural 
Research Council’s Range and 
Forest Institute ARC-RFI), and Susi 
Vetter (a lecturer in the Botany 
Department at Rhodes University) 
spent two days driving through the 
reserve to look at the condition of 
the veld and provide 
recommendations for its future 
management.  

Initial feedback of the veld 
management steps taken so far has 
been positive, but the team has 
suggested a number of monitoring 
systems that need to be put in place 
to ensure that we are able to 
respond in a timely manner if veld 
starts to deteriorate. We have gladly 
accepted their offer to spend 
another few days with us in 
September at no-cost to set-up 
some study sites and train us on 
vegetation analyses techniques.  

 
Veld in good grazing condition 

Thanks to Neil Wallace for 
organising this extremely useful 
meeting and to Leeuwenbosch for 
hosting our guests, which we hope 
will lead to ongoing collaboration 
in the future.  

Did you know?  
Of the 10,000 grass species in 
the world, over 1,000 species 
are found in Southern Africa. 
947 of them are indigenous. 

No Match for AGR’s 
Fire-romaniac 

The use of fire is regarded as a 
viable and practical means of 
improving and maintaining the 
species and habitat diversity of 
natural grassland and savanna 
ecosystems. Fire is used to 
remove moribund and/or 
unacceptable grass material, to 
create or maintain an optimum 
relationship between herbaceous 
and woody vegetation where 
necessary, and to encourage 
wildlife to move to less preferred 
areas in order to minimize the 
overuse of preferred areas 
(Trollope et al. 1995).  

It has been four years since AGR 
has undertaken controlled burns 
on the reserve, but give Giles 
Gush access to matches and drip-
torches and the veld is on fire!  

August saw Giles take charge of 
the burning of a 6km2 section of 
bush south and west of 
Leeuwenbosch Flats.  With only a 
few hair-raising moments when 
the fire jumped, the burn was 
well controlled, thanks to a 
dedicated team with beaters and 
water tankers. Thanks to all who 
helped on those days. 

The fire was well-timed and 
deemed successful, with 31 mm 
of rain falling just a few days 
after, encouraging the growth of 
new, more palatable grass. 
Interestingly, it took one of our 
cheetahs less than 24 hours to 
move into the burnt area for a few 
days, perhaps enticed by the 
smell of a bush braai! 

Rhinos head up the N2 

In August we bid a fond farewell 
to two of our sub-adult rhinos, 
Geza and Ikroti. The animals 
were transferred to Kariega Game 
Reserve on the 8th August. This 
sale was facilitated by Kwandwe 
Game Reserve who brought in 
their own capture team but the 
darting was done by AGR’s 
resident vet, Dr William Fowlds 

by helicopter. It was also a great 
opportunity for Amakhala’s Vets-
Go-Wild students to get hands on 
experience of game capture, and for 
the ACC to take some 
measurements of the rhinos’ vital 
statistics! 

As reported in the June issue, Geza 
and Ikroti still spent their time with 
Ikroti’s mother, Nomvula, so the 
team knew it was going to be a 
mission to keep the animals apart 
during the capture. While the 
capture team worked firstly on 
Geza, the helicopter pushed Ikroti 
and Nomvula away down the 
valley. It took a little longer than 
expected for the partial reversal 
drug to work on Geza so he could 
be walked onto the truck, but once 
this took effect, he was loaded 
without any problems.  

 
Geza capture 

Any capture is stressful for the 
animals, and was particularly so for 
pregnant Nomvula who was also 
having to be driven away by 
helicopter after Ikroti had been 
darted. However, the capture team 
worked fast and efficiently to 
minimize this, and Ikroti was 
loaded onto the truck in a textbook 
operation! Geza and Ikroti are 
settling well into their new home 
and were joined with two other sub-
adult females who were transferred 
from Kwande to Kariega around the 
same time. 

Lightfoot puts feet up  

During their cheetah monitoring 
this month the ACC were 
concerned to find Lightfoot with 
some injuries to his right eye, neck 
and leg. While he was able to move 
and walk, Dr William Fowlds 
decided to dart him the next day for 
examination. Lightfoot’s eye has a 



scratch to it, and there are puncture 
wounds in his neck which 
correspond to the canines of a 
cheetah. It seems that he has been 
in a fight with Oscar (dominant 
male cheetah). While the injuries 
are hopefully not too serious, 
Lightfoot will remain in the boma 
for at least a week so he can be 
monitored and allowed to recover.  

Staff are on the ball 

�
Even gale force winds and freezing 
rain didn’t hamper the high spirits 
of the players and spectators at this 
year’s Inter-Lodge Sports Day! 

This fun interactive day was held 
on Sunday 31 August at Beacon 
Hill Sports Fields.  Each Lodge 
entered a Soccer Team and a 
Netball Team. The fiercely 
contested Soccer competition was 
won by Team Bukela/Hlosi, whilst 
Leeuwenbosch won the inaugural 
Netball event. The winning teams 
each walked away with a sheep for 
their efforts. It was a great 
opportunity for AGR’s staff to get 
together and get involved in some 
healthy inter-lodge competitions! 

To create a carnival atmosphere and 
to encourage a little 
entrepreneurship, various staff 
members had food and sweet stalls 
at the venue for their own profit. 

Competitors and spectators then 
had a chance to defrost themselves 
at the “Amakhala has Talent” show, 
held at the ACC that evening. The 
various categories included 
traditional dancing, children, choirs 
and the ever popular Mr and Miss 
Amakhala beauty pageant. 

A local DJ kept the evening lively 
and a heart warming potjie was 
served. Prizes were generously 
donated by the many of Amakhala 
suppliers. 

The Safari Lodge Gospel singers 
won the choir section, with the 
Leeuwenbosch choir second. 

Reed Valley School won the 
children’s section, with a group 

from Isipho Aids Haven in 
Paterson in second place, both 
doing traditional dance. 

 
Reed Valley Children’s group 

The Safari Lodge is fortunate to 
have two of the most beautiful 
ladies on Amakhala on their 
waitressing staff! Miss Amakhala 
was Nomangesi Mkoyi and 
runner up was Thandeka, both 
from Safari lodge.  

Mr Amakhala was won by twin 
Vuyani ‘Wella 1’ Dyantyi of 
Bukela and runner-up was 
Mzwamadoda from Woodbury 
Lodge. 

 
Mr and Mrs Amakhala 

This year for the first time, a staff 
representative from each lodge 
was selected to participate in the 
Social Development committee. 
They contributed greatly in the 
organisation of this event, which 
was co-ordinated by Justine 
Weeks from Safari Lodge. 

Thanks to all involved in 
organizing and sponsoring the 
event including the Amenities 
Trust, AN White, Chipkins, Tip 
Top Butchery, East Cape Co-op, 
De Pekelar Cheese, Merino 
Butchery, Gerard Pretorius, J&B 
Boeredienste, Marvics, Nanaga 
Farmstall, Safari Lodge Shop, 
Pick Fruit, Sunshine Juice, Lion 
Roars, Safari Lodge Day Safaris, 
Woodbury Lodge and 
Leeuwenbosch, the chefs, match 

referees, talent judges from the 
Centre for Social Development at 
Rhodes University and the DJ. 

New season’s arrivals 

A new buffalo calf was first sighted 
on 8th August 2008 by Chris of 
Woodbury Lodge. 

Two pairs of ostriches successfully 
hatched their chicks in August – 
one with seven and the other with 
nine. 

Late? Hurry up and wait! 

After a number of tense weeks, 
Andy Hughes, AGR’s rhino 
monitor, can breathe a sigh of relief 
as Nomvula finally gave birth to a 
female calf. Heavily pregnant 
during the rhino capture this month, 
it was thought that the stress could 
bring on the labour and Andy 
needed to monitor Nomvula very 
closely. However, the calf seemed 
intent on staying inside the womb 
for longer than expected and 
Nomvula spent the last week hiding 
in dense bush to give birth, making 
Andy’s job much harder. Ettiene 
from Leeuwenbosch finally spotted 
mother and calf on Leeuwenbosch 
Flats on 2nd September. Both 
looked well and relaxed. 

Dinosaur day 

58 pupils from Oatlands School in 
Grahamstown came to the ACC on 
the 26th August to learn about 
dinosaurs and the Stegosaurus fossil 
that was discovered on Amakhala 
in 1845. The children explored the 
different ecological adaptations 
dinosaurs had to survive in their 
environment and related them to 
modern day animals, some of which 
they were able to see on a game 
drive. They were all particularly 
lucky to see our female cheetah and 
cubs. Thanks to the rangers and 
Hands-On students who helped on 
the day.  

Coming up! 

HIV and AIDS awareness and 
education day 

In conjunction with The Raphael 
Centre in Grahamstown 

For all Amakhala staff 
Date: Tuesday 23rd September  
Venue: ACC  


